
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

IN SPECIAL SESSION 

APRIL 15, 2014 

 

 

 

A special session of the Winchester Common Council was held on Tuesday, April 15, 2014 

in the Exhibit Hall, Rouss City Hall.  President John Willingham called the meeting to 

order at 7:17 p.m.  

 

PRESENT: President John Willingham; Councilor Jeff Buettner, Evan Clark, John Hill 

and John Tagnesi; Mayor Elizabeth Minor; Vice-Mayor Les Veach (7) 

 

ABSENT:  Vice-President Milt McInturff (1) 

 

 

 2.0  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

President Willingham asked if there was anyone wishing to address Council. Seeing none, 

he closed the public hearing at 7:18 p.m.   

 

3.0  AGENDA 

3.1    O-2014-09:  First Reading – AN ORDINANCE TO CONDITIONALLY 

VACATE A PORTION OF S. INDIAN ALLEY RIGHT-OF-WAY ADJOINING 

THE PROPOSED SHENANDOAH VALLEY DISCOVERY MUSEUM AT 19 

W. CORK STREET AND CONDITIONALLY CONVEY IT TO THE 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY DISCOVERY MUSEUM, AS AMENDED  

 

3.2   Consideration of a motion to approve or reject the Comprehensive Agreement for 

John Kerr Elementary School 

 School Board Chair Erica Truban stated the School Board approved the 

Comprehensive Agreement for John Kerr Elementary School.  The board has 

been working with the attorneys for the School Board and the City and is in a 

better position after Mr. William’s input.  She stated all of the changes were more 

of a legal or technical nature and the standard elements did not change.  The 

Comprehensive Agreement does not have language for the rezoning.  The School 

Board passed a resolution last night giving the board chair and a staff designee the 

authorization to make minor changes to the agreement.  She stated an opening 

date in the fall of 2016 remains the essence and asked for Council’s approval of 

the Comprehensive Agreement this evening.    

 Vice-Mayor Veach moved to approve the Comprehensive Agreement with the 

amendments and authorize the Council President and City Attorney to agree on 

minor changes.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Tagnesi.   
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 Mayor Minor stated she realizes the need to move forward but she feels strongly 

that the right spot is the Jefferson Street site.  For a lot of reasons cited before, she 

feels the essence of the school will be lost so she will have to vote no.   

 The motion passed 6/1 with Mayor Minor voting in the negative.   

4.0  ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Councilor Buettner, the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.   

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Kari J. Van Diest, CMC   

Deputy Clerk of the Common Council 
 


